
November 2007 Science News 

Annenberg Media: 2007 Nobel Prizes, Chemistry and the Environment 
On October 10, Gerhardt Ertl of Germany was awarded the 2007 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his 
pioneering work in chemical reactions on solid surfaces. Two days later, the Nobel Peace Prize 
was awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and to former U.S. Vice 
President AI Gore for their work in calling attention to global climate change. 

Discuss the chemistry award with your students with the help of The World of Chemistry, 
http://learner.org/redirecUnovember/wchem1.html: Program 20, On the Surface, which covers 
surfactants and surface chemistry. Since the award-winning chemistry research is relevant to 
environmental issues, including how pollution eats away at the ozone layer and how fuel cells 
produce energy without pollution, see our new series, The Habitable Planet: A Systems Approach 
to Environmental Science, http://learner.org/redirecUnovember/hab2.html: Unit 10, Energy 
Challenges, and Unit 11, Atmospheric Pollution. 

Have a discussion of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize award segue into a screening of Earth's 
Changing Climate, http://learner.orglredirecUnovember/hab3.html: Unit 12 of The Habitable 
Planet. What economic forces might be contributing to environmental issues linked to climate 
change? Watch, Economics USA, http://learner.org/redirecUnovember/econ4.htm: Program 21, 
Pollution. "Earth Revealed" http://learner.org/redirecUnovember/er5.html 
Program 26, Living With Earth, Part II, discusses the consequences of burning fossil fuels and 
possible alternative energy sources. 

For background on climate change, watch Planet Earth, 
http://learner.org/redirecUnovember/plan6.htmIProgram 3, The Climate Puzzle. 

GEED Teacher Program 
Would you like to earn professional development credit while seeing the world? Would your 
students benefit by learning from a teacher with first hand experience in other countries? Would 
you like to travel abroad affordably on subsidized trips designed specifically for educators? If this 
interests you please visit www.geeo.org. For the summer of 2008, we will be running trips to 
Peru, Tanzania, Nepal and India. 

GEEO is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated exclusively to helping educators travel 
internationally and bring their experiences back into the classroom. Please go to www.geeo.org 
to find out more about GEEO's 2008 travel opportunities and feel free to contact GEEO if you 
have any questions. 
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